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KEY DATES IN LGB
GLOBAL HISTORY

GLOBAL LGB RIGHTS 
IN 2021

Focus on France
KEY DATES IN LGB
FRENCH HISTORY

PERCEPTION OF HOMOSEXUALITY IN
FRANCE SINCE 1975

For more information on LBG rights around the world, see : COTTAIS, C.
(2021). Gay rights around the world: where are we at? Generation for Rights
Over the World. growthinktank.org. [online] Jan 2021.

Stonewall riots in New York,
the origin of the first prides.

JUNE  28 ,  1969

JUNE  25 ,  1978

MAY  17 ,  1990

2001

The rainbow flag is created
by the activist Gilbert Baker
on the occasion of the San
Francisco pride.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) removes

homosexuality from the list
of mental illnesses.

The Netherlands becomes the
first country in the world to
allow same-sex marriage. 

The Penal Code of 1791 abolishes the
crime of sodomy, although

homosexuality remains deeply
stigmatised.

SEPTEMBER 25 ,  1 791

Organisation in Paris of the first Pride
Parade.

25  JU IN  1977

Homosexuality is no longer classified
as a psychiatric illness in France.

1992

The law on the PACS (Civil Solidarity
Pact) is voted, allowing a form of
union between same-sex people.

15  SEPTEMBRE  1999

France legalises same-sex marriage
with the Taubira law. It is the 14th

country in the world to do so, and the
9th European country.

23  AVRIL  2013
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SHARE OF LGB PEOPLE IN THE 
FRENCH POPULATION

FRENCH PARENTAL ACCEPTANCE 
OF THEIR CHILD'S POTENTIAL

HOMOSEXUALITY

33%
find it shocking that a

same-sex couple kisses
in a public place.

26%
find offensive the

existence of
demonstrations or 

parades such as pride.

17%
find it shocking that a homosexual couple holds

hands in a public place.

PERCEPTION OF HOMOSEXUALITY IN
THE FRENCH PUBLIC SPACE*

PERSISTENT HOMOPHOBIC 
VIOLENCES (2019)**

testimonies from victims of
homophobia in 2019

received by the French
association SOS homophobie

This figure has been
increasing since 2015

2400 +82% in 4 years

31% 13% 10% 9%

Internet Public places Family/close circle Work

Places where homophobes acts of violence are committed :

HOMOPHOBIC STATEMENTS*

17%
trouvent choquant qu’un couple homosexuel se tienne la main dans

un lieu public.

29%
of French people think that homosexuals should not be allowed 

to raise children.

20%
think that certain professions where one is in constant contact with children should 

be forbidden to homosexuals.

10%
 think that violence against homosexuals is sometimes 

understandable.

29%
think that homosexuality goes against 

their religion.
 

33%
are uncomfortable showering with homosexual people of the same 

gender as them.

*Data IFOP (2019)
**Data Observatoire des inégalités (2019)


